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Rewriting Guardianship Laws:
Time to End Gender Bias in Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act, 1956

his editorial explores the gender disparity

that has been pre-existing in the society as

well as the laws. Women's rights have
always been curbed and the editorial has covered
a small part of it. The Hindu Minority and
Guardianship Act, 1956 (HMGA), especially
Sections 6(a) and 6(b), continues to reflect
outdated gender norms by giving preferential
guardianship rights to one parent over another
based solely on gender and the legitimacy of the
child. In the case of legitimate children, Section
6(a) favors the father, while in the case of
illegitimate children, Section 6(b) favors the
mother. These provisions not only perpetuate
patriarchal assumptions but also violate core
constitutional principles of equality, liberty, and
dignity enshrined in Articles 14, 15, and 21 of the
Indian Constitution.

The landmark judgment in Gita Hariharan v. RBI
(1999) attempted to soften the discriminatory
interpretation by reading "after" the father to
mean "in the absence of." However, this judicial
maneuver didn't dismantle the entrenched
assumption of paternal superiority in
guardianship. The presumption that a father is
more suited to be a guardian unless proven
otherwise continues to undermine gender parity
and burdens mothers with having to demonstrate
the father's inadequacy.

This legal bias is both unconstitutional and
unsupported by the welfare principle—the
cornerstone of guardianship jurisprudence. The
child's welfare, as outlined in Section 13 of the
HMGA, should override traditional assumptions.
Welfare isn't confined to financial capacity; it
encompasses emotional, psychological, and
physical well-being—domains where either
parent may be more suitable depending on the
situation.
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Further, the Act's terminology of “legitimate” and
“illegitimate” children has become increasingly
redundant and discriminatory, especially when
laws like the Hindu Marriage Act and Special
Marriage Act grant legitimacy even to children
born from void marriages. In today's context of
rising cohabitation and non-traditional families,
assigning custody based on legitimacy only
exacerbates injustice and fails to reflect lived
realities.

Internationally, India is bound by conventions
like CEDAW and the UDHR, both of which
mandate gender equality in family law. The
current framework in the Hindu Minority and
Guardianship Act, 1956 (herein referred to as
“HGMA”) violates these norms by
institutionalizing gender stereotypes.
Significantly, even the British statute the HMGA
draws from has been amended to ensure parental
equality.

Right to guardianship, as argued, falls under the
purview of personal liberty under Article 21.
Parenthood is a deeply personal and identity-
shaping role; denying equal opportunity based on
sex is a denial of autonomy, dignity, and
individuality.

What India needs is a paradigm shift—from a
presumption of preference to a principle of parity.
Both parents should be treated equally under the
law, with guardianship decisions based solely on
the best interest of the child, not gender
stereotypes. Until Parliament acts, it is upon the
judiciary to rise and fulfill the Constitution's
promise of equality—not just on paper, but in the
everyday lives of parents and children alike.

EDITORIAL BOARD MEMBERS MEMBERS

Ms. Khushi Mandal

Ms. Stuti Kute
Ms. Anahita Parab

Ms. Bharthi Nair
Ms. Nehal Panchal

Ms. Mrugaja Churi
® Ms. Nikita Shekawat

FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY




[ ] Jn Enlightened Woman

April, 2025

VARIOUS ACTIVITIES ACROSS BALLARPUR CAMPUS
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3/13/2025 :SNDT Women's university Ballarpur organized a seminar on 'Professional Ethics,
Codes of Conduct, and Responsibility Towards Clients, Fellow Professionals, Contractors,
Suppliers, Other Consultants, and Society."

The Interior Design Department successfully organized a seminar on '"Professional Ethics, Codes of
Conduct, and Responsibility Towards Clients, Fellow Professionals, Contractors, Suppliers, Other
Consultants, and Society." The event took place under the guidance of Asst. Prof. Ashwini Wani,
with Dr. Vedanand Almast as the keynote speaker. Dr. Ingole, the Director, was also a distinguished
part of the seminar. The event was efficiently anchored by Vaibhavi Ingale, a first-year student, who
managed the proceedings smoothly. The session concluded with an interactive Q& A, where students
engaged in meaningful discussions with the speaker.
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ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF
SNDT WU LAW SCHOOL

ACTIVITIES

1. Women's Day Celebration —8" March 2025

The SNDT WU Law School celebrated the International
Women's Day on 8" March, 2025 at 10:30 am. As a part of
the celebrations Poetry Recitation and an open discussion
on the topic “What women want?” was held at the Law
school. Students and faculty actively participated in the
event.

2. Workshop on Career Opportunities in the Aviation
Industry —15" March 2025

The SNDT WU Law School in collaboration with
Aerohub Aviation Private Limited organized a workshop
on “Career Opportunities in the Aviation Industry” at the
J.H. Auditorium, Juhu Campus at 11:30 a.m. The
workshop was conducted by Capt. Sanket Parulkar, Ms.
Andrea Grey and Ms. Preeti Shekhawat of Aerohub
Aviation Pvt Ltd.

The workshop was focussed on the legal opportunities in
the aviation industry, pilot training programme and cabin
crew training programme. This event was open to all
students of SNDT Women's University, Juhu Campus.

3. Winners of M.K.E.S. 9" National Level Moot Court
Competition —9" March 2025

Three students of the first year B.B.A., LL.B. of the SNDT
Women's University Law School secured first prize in the
9" VidhiJM moot court competition, 2025 held at
M.K.E.S. College of Law, Mumbai on 9" March, 2025.

e Ms. Aditi Panigrahy
e Ms. Aparna Mishra
e Ms. Shabnis Fakih

Arohana, meaning "The Rise"—

The L.T. College of Nursing was delighted
to celebrate its Annual College Day
2024-25 on 21st March 2025 in the
prestigious Patkar Hall of SNDT Women's
University, Churchgate Campus, from 1:30
PM onwards. This year, the theme chosen
for College Day was Arohana, meaning
"The Rise"—a tribute to the unwavering
spirit of nurses who ascend beyond
challenges, illuminating lives with their
compassion, resilience, and dedication.The
event was graced by our esteemed Chief
Guest, Mrs. Sindhu Nair (Nursing
Superintendent of the renowned Tata
Memorial Hospital).

The event commenced with the Annual
Report Presentation for the academic year
2024-25, highlighting the remarkable
achievements and activities undertaken by
the students. Following this, the
Felicitation Ceremony honored the
Executive Committee of Students along
with students who excelled in various
Cultural and Sports events, awarding them
with medals and merit certificates for their
outstanding performances. Another proud
moment of the day was the launch of the
much-anticipated College Magazine 2024-

25, based on the theme of Arohana.
Keeping up with tradition, the exciting
Raffle Draw was conducted, with lucky
winners receiving cash prizes.

The celebration continued with a vibrant
display of folk dances from different
regions of India, performed by students
from all four years of Undergraduate and
Postgraduate programs. A special surprise
performance by the Senior BSc Nursing
students beautifully portraying the shift
from online to offline learning and the joy
of rekindled friendships after years of
virtual connection. Adding to the
excitement, this year witnessed a unique
and heart warming performance by the
Teaching and Non-Teaching Staff, who
took to the stage with a lively dance.

In an unexpected and joyous moment, they
even managed to convince the Chief Guest,
Mrs. Sindhu Nair, to join them on stage,
making it an unforgettable highlight of the
evening

The Entire Programme was a huge success
due to the active participation of students
and complete support from Principal
Madam and the Teaching and Non-
Teaching Staff. The event ended by 5 pm
with the National Anthem.

Following are the Glimpses from the Event:
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SWANUBHAV - 2025

SWANUBHAVY is an annual exhibition event
organized jointly by the Department of Lifelong
Learning and Extension and the Department of
Social Work at SNDT Women's University,

Mumbai. These departments have strong
networking and collaboration with over 200
various NGOs. The main objectives of the event
are to provide a platform for students regarding
women's empowerment and to develop social
entrepreneurship skills among students.
Additionally, the event offers NGOs,
individuals, and self-help groups an opportunity
to showcase and raise awareness about their
work and products.

Swanubhav 2025 was a two-day event held
from March 5th to March 6th, 2025. The main
theme of this year's event was 'Samaj Karyacha
Anubhav ani SNDT cha Swanubhav, 2025’
(Experiencing Social Work and SNDT's
Swanubhav). This year, 97 NGOs participated
in this grand event to raise awareness and
exhibit their products.

Event Highlights: The event featured a rich
program, including guest lectures, a book
launch, and cultural performances. It provided a
significant opportunity for students to learn
about the practical aspects of social work,
interact with distinguished guests, and witness

the impact of various NGOs through their
experiences.

Inauguration Event: The event commenced
with the traditional lighting of the lamp,

followed by a rendition of the University song.
Dignitaries were then felicitated. Adding a
cultural touch to the event, MSW students
presented captivating performances of
Bharatanatyam, Lezim, and Bihu, showcasing
the rich cultural diversity within the student

body. A welcome note was delivered, and a book
inauguration ceremony followed. Prof. (Dr.)
Prabhakar Chavan, Director of DLLE,
introduced the program. The book, titled
AIAYSATIT 9raLAmed.., (Insight Story of
Rural Camp: A Lifelong Learning Experience),
featured experiences of second-year MSW
students and teachers from their rural camp in
Nandurbar, Maharashtra.

Chief Guest and Vice Chancellor's Speeches:
The Chief Guest, Dr. Manju Lodha, President of

the Lodha Foundation, delivered a speech in a
poetic style, highlighting the importance of
social work, social impact, and the need to drive

positive change in society. The Hon'ble Vice
Chancellor, Prof. (Dr.) Ujwala Chakradeo,
SNDT Women's University, Mumbai,
expressed appreciation for the organization of
the event, acknowledged the importance of
networking, and emphasized the necessity of
social work and social impact in today's world.

The exhibition showcased a diverse range of
products and initiatives, reflecting the creativity
and social commitment within the community.
Many stalls highlighted the entrepreneurial
spirit of women, with groups selling a variety of
handcrafted items. Some groups focused on
promoting hygiene and health, offering cotton
pads and period panties to raise awareness about
menstrual health and hygiene.

Assistant Professor Ms. Bhavini Dedhia
anchored the program, and Dr. Bhaskar Igawe
delivered a vote of thanks. Overall, Swanubhav
2025 provided a platform for students and
women entrepreneurs to showcase local talent,
promote social causes, and support
entrepreneurship within the community. All
teachers, non-teaching staff, and students made
efforts to ensure the grand success of this event.
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LECTURE ON HISTORY OF
EUROPEAN UNION SOCIAL LAW

Students of Post-graduation degree part 1 & 2 of MA
Political Science were invited for the special lecture
on HISTORY OF EUROPEAN UNION SOCIAL LAW
by PROF. BART ROELS (A distinguished Lecturer in
Social and European Law at AP Hogeschool
Antwerpen. Prof. Roels has actively contributed to
the ongoing collaboration between AP University of
Applied Sciences and Arts, Antwerp and the Faculty
of Law and History at the South-West University
"Neofit Rilski," Blagoevgrad).The session turned to
be an fruitful event for the students and the
discussion among all aimed to bring out the
importance of social laws irrespective of the
boundaries. Women's perspective on women's
issues expectedly added value to the overall
presentation by him.

THE SEXUAL CONTRACT
WHO OWN’S WOMEN'’S BODIES

Students of Post-graduation degree part 1 & 2 of MA
Political Science were invited for the special lecture
on HISTORY OF EUROPEAN UNION SOCIAL LAW
by PROF. BART ROELS (A distinguished Lecturer in
Social and European Law at AP Hogeschool
Antwerpen. Prof. Roels has actively contributed to
the ongoing collaboration between AP University of
Applied Sciences and Arts, Antwerp and the Faculty
of Law and History at the South-West University
"Neofit Rilski," Blagoevgrad).The session turned to
be an fruitful event for the students and the
discussion among all aimed to bring out the
importance of social laws irrespective of the
boundaries. Women's perspective on women's
issues expectedly added value to the overall
presentation by him.
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DEPARTMENT OF RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES

OATH TAKING AND GRADUATION CEREMONY
LT COLLEGE OF NURSING

February 2025
1. Ms. Anshu Surin from ICAR-Central Institute of

fisheries Education underwent internship for one
month in the Department of Resource
Management from January 13 to February 14,
2025 in Ergonomics Methodologies and
Assessment under Prof. Manjit Kaur Chauhan. She
also was part of Tejaswini Contest for conducting
Physical Fitness Assessment.

2. On February 12, 2025 Ms. Pahal Bhole
participated in Abhivyakti Mandal and Won award
for Research Abhivyakti Girl for Juhu
Campus.

3. The Department of Resource Management
under PM-USHA soft component initiative
organised Workshop for Non-Teaching
Employees of SNDT Women's University on
“"Professionalism and Etiquettes at
Workplace”. Around 50 non-teaching employees
participated in the workshop. The workshop was
conducted by Prof. Manjit Kaur Chauhan with
Resource Person Mr. Arun Singh, Soft Skill Trainer.

4. The Department of Resource Management in
collaboration with SVT College of Home Science
(Empowered Autonomous Status), SNDT Women's
University, Juhu, Mumbai under PM-USHA soft
component initiative organised 2-Days National
Workshop on "Design Thinking and
Innovation” on February 27-28, 2025. The
workshop was attended by 90 participants among
which 18 attended online. The resource person for
the workshop were Mr. Karmjitsinh Bihola,
Founder-Innodesk Designovation Services,
Ahmedabad and Mr. Probhuling Zunja, Soft Skill
and Design Thinking Trainer, Pune.

March 2025
1. Prof. Manjit Kaur Chauhan invited as a National

Keynote Speaker for International Conference on
“Occupational Health & Safety Measures -
2025"” organised by The Gandhigram Rural
Institute, Tamil Nadu on March 20-21, 2025. Dr.
Manjit Kaur Chauhan gave keynote address on “A
Case Study on Ergonomic Risks in a Small-
Scale Denim Laundering and Finishing
Industry”.

The oath taking and graduation

ceremony of LTCollege of
Nursing, SNDT Women's University,

was held on 11th March 2025 .

Dr. Shobha Gaikwad,Principal ( Addl.
Charge) read out the college activities
report and honored the graduates with
the college pin which commemorates
service through excellence.

Dr.Parag Rindani, Group Chief
executive officer , Wockhardt Hospitals
Ltd., was the Guest of Honour. he praised
nurses for being empathetic and honest
and he proposed that LTCollege of
Nursing, SNDT Women's University
authority should extend its boundaries
nationally.

Dr.Rajkumar Patil, Director Medical
Services, Bombay Hospital and
Research Centres had graced the
ceremony as the Chief guest.He said that,
once a nurse always a nurse. Be ready to
handle emergency with empathetic
manner. The charge was given to the
graduates who stepped out into the
profession as nurses and newly enrolled
students pledged to serve the society.

Honorable Vice Chancellor Professor
Ujwala Chakradeo had presided over the
ceremony. Honorable Madam Vice
Chancellor denoted that we all are
sanskritaa which means an empowered
woman.So nurses need to be strong to
sustain in this world.

Academic prizes were distributedand the
program concluded with the vote of
thanks.
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A Glimpse into the Vibrant Campus Life at C.U. Shah College of Pharmacy

1. C. U. Shah College of Pharmacy organized one-day Workshop on
Career Readiness
Report: To equip students with the essential skills and knowledge needed to
succeed in the professional world, C. U. Shah College of Pharmacy
organized one-day
Workshop on
Career Readiness
on 6" March 2025.
This workshop was
organized 1in
collaboration
PlatPharm.
PlatPharm, which
is a forum founded to

support students
pursuing
undergraduate and
postgraduate
pharmacy & life
sciences education in
India. This workshop
was conducted at mini
auditorium in Juhu
campus. The third,
final year B.
Pharmacy and M.
Pharmacy students actively participated in this workshop. The team
PlatPharm, comprising of Dr. Anubha Khale and Mr. Tejas Khale
conducted different activities such personal interaction, mock interview etc.
to enhance job skills during this workshop.

2. Fabulous performance of students of C. U. Shah College of Pharmacy at

Rx festival:

Report: Students' forum of Maharashtra state branch of the Indian
Pharmaceutical Association (IPA-MSB-SF) organizes Rx festival every
year to unite pharmacy students of Mumbai with cultural and intellectual
activities. For the academic year 2024-2025 this annual festival was
organized with Theme — “Celebrate the Spirit, Embrace the Joy”. In 16
different event, total 52 students of C. U. Shah College of Pharmacy
participated and presented their talent in sports, quiz, music, dance, poster
presentation etc. List of winners is as follow:

3. Students of C. U. Shah College of Pharmacy receive different scholarships

from Government as well as non-government agencies every year. This
year two different pharmaceutical companies gave scholarships to students

who did not receive any Government scholarship. The students were
selected based on academic performance and financial condition. Blue

Cross Laboratories Ltd gave Rs. 15,000/- each to sixteen B. Pharm.
Students. Names of the students received the scholarship are Gore Shejal
Yogesh, Saini Eshika Anil, Kodatu Amulya Santosh, Parasar Nidhi Pravin,
Yadav Manisha Lalbahadur, Shitole Jagruti Vitthal, Khan Rukhsar, Jadhav
Kinjal Pradeep, Khan Saima Ajmad, Salunkhe Shruti Uttamrao, Kudalkar
Gayatri Umesh, Kamble Tanaya Bhujang, Poojary Namratha Naratana,
Gupta Nandini Gharbharan, Shetty Vamshu Karunakar.

Students of C. U. Shah College of Pharmacy promoted environmental
sustainability through the Green Club activities:

The Green Club is a vibrant community dedicated to promoting
environmental sustainability and empowering individuals to make a positive
impact. Students of C. U. Shah College of Pharmacy are active member of
green club and contribute in different activities to inspire and educate people
about eco-friendly practices.

Students celebrated Rangotsav in the month of March. Rangotsav goes green
with our Eco-Holi theme. Events like Poster Painting, Rangoli and Face
Painting were conducted, where 40 students participated with great
enthusiasm. By fostering environmental awareness and encouraging
responsible practices, the Green Club is playing a crucial role in creating a
sustainable future.

5. Successful participation Literati Digital Poster Competition

» Sakshi Pande, Mayuri Ghadge and Vaishanvi Gholap, received third Prize
for the poster titled “Crispring the gut, Precision Engineering for
Healthier Microbiome” at Rx Techfest, Indian Pharmaceutical
Association. This event was organized on March 9-10,2025.

» Dhanashree Mane, student of T. Y. B.Pharmacy won first prize in Digital
Poster Making Competition, organized by Indian Pharmaceutical
Association, Maharashtra State Branch on 22 March 2025. Her poster
topic was “The Gut Brain Axis-Role of Microbiota in Mental Health”.

» Third year student Mayuri Ghadge have won first prize (Cash prize of
Rs.15000/-) at Young Pharmacist Innovative Project-a state level
competition for 'PillBin - Drug Disposal App.'

» All these students were guided by Dr. Tanmayee Joshi.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT REPORT

On March 18, 2025, the Fourth-year B Sc. Nursing
students from LT College of Nursing, SNDT Women's
University (SNDTWU), commenced a two-week
community engagement program at the Urban Health
Centre, Dharavi, Sion.

This initiative was conducted under the guidance of
Principal (Addl Charge) Dr. Shobha Gaikwad and Class

tuberculosis.

On March 28, 2025, a slogan competition was held,
with seven students participating. The winners of the
TB slogan competition were Ms. Nida Kureshi, Ms.
Ashwini Jangam, and Ms. Crystal Nadar.

The winner of the TB poster competition was Ms.
Shreya and group.

April, 2025

Coordinator Mrs. Rohini Khadake. The students This community engagement program provided

actiYely participated in various activities %ncluding students with invaluable hands-on experience while
family card preparation, survey, research projects, and  contributing to public health awareness and education

streetplays. _ in the community.
On March 19, 2025, the students organized a school

health program for students of Shri Ganesh Vidya
Mandir, covering classes S5th to 9th. The program
focused on essential topics such as “Good Touch, Bad
Touch,” diet, sleep, and screen time awareness.

On March 24, 2025, the students attended an
informative lecture on Tuberculosis (TB) delivered by
Dr. Narendra Sutar, the TB District Officer. Following
the session, they performed a street play on TB to spread
awareness among the community.

On March 26, 2025, the students conducted street plays
on the topics of Menstrual Hygiene and Pregnancy Care
in the Antenatal and Postnatal wards of Sion Hospital
which benefited antenatal & postnatal mothers.

A poster competition was organized by LT College of
Nursing in collaboration with Lokmanya Tilak
Municipal General Hospital, Sion. Five groups
participated, showcasing informative posters on

Workshop Based on the Experiential Exhibition ‘Dialogue in the Dark’

Introduction: The workshop on "Digital Design for beginners" was held to help participants understand basic
graphic design concepts, Canva software, and vector-based design techniques. The workshop aimed to give hands-
on experience in creating logos, brochures, and posters using modern design tools. A total of 87 students from PVDT
College of Education for Women were registered by using google forms out of those 55 students paid the fees 50-/ for
certificate of digital design techniques workshop and college has allowed 55 students for workshop. The workshop
started on 10th March 2025 and ended on 15/03/2025 at PVDT College of Education for Women, Mumbai. The I/C
Principal, Prof. Sanjay Shedmake, inaugurated the event. Dr. Pratibha Ursal, the workshop Coordinator, introduced
the program. Dr. Mahesh Koltame, Investigator of the CHETANA-PMUSHA (MERU) Project, spoke about the
one-credit course under the PMUSHA (MERU) project, conducted in collaboration with IQAC, PVDT College of
Education for Women. The I/C Principal of PVDT College of Education for Women spoke about the importance of
digital technology. Mrs. Kirti Chaudhari-Jadhav, the course developer, was present for the workshop. Dr. Pratibha
Ursal, the coordinator, gave a vote of thanks.

Workshop Objectives:
To introduce students to the basics of computer graphics.
To teach the principles of graphic design.
To provide hands-on training in Canva software.
To explain raster and vector techniques.
To develop skills in designing logos, brochures, and posters.

Day 1: Basics of Computer Graphics (10/03/2025)
The first session introduced by expert Mrs. Kirti Chaudhari about
Fundamental Of digital design techniques
Dynamic introduction of Canva software
Principle of graphics design
Learning Raster & Vector Technique.
Elements of logo design.
Custom color swatches creation

Day 2: Learning Canva Software (11/03/2025)
On the second day, participants learned and practiced on Logo Design. It was observed by the expert online. Course
coordinator Dr. Pratibha Ursal was present offline with the students in computer lab.
Day 3: Logo Design Techniques (12/03/2025)
The third session focused on logo design. Participants learned:
How to create logos.
The important elements of logo design and animation.
How to use the timeline panel for animation.




